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Attracting Birds

Food Source

Water Source

Nesting habitat

Young-rearing habitat

https://www.nwf.org/Native-Plant-Habitat
s/Create-and-Certify

https://www.nwf.org/Native-Plant-Habitats/Create-and-Certify
https://www.nwf.org/Native-Plant-Habitats/Create-and-Certify


 Michigan 
Winter Bird 

Species

Primary 
Food 

Choices

Favorite 
Treats

American 
Goldfinch

Nyjer seeds, 
sunflower seeds, 

coneflowers

Suet, chopped 
peanuts

Black-capped 
Chickadee

Sunflower seeds, 
safflower seeds, 

Nyjer seeds, 
cracked corn

Hulled sunflower 
kernels, chopped 
peanuts, berries, 

mealworms

Blue Jay Sunflower seeds, 
acorns, cracked 
corn, peanuts, 

hazelnuts

Suet, mealworms

Cardinal Safflower seeds, 
sunflower seeds, 

millet, cracked 
corn

Suet, peanuts, 
fruit, berries

Dark-eyed Junco Sunflower seeds, 
cracked corn, 

millet, safflower 
seeds

Chopped peanuts, 
mealworms

European Starling Sunflower hearts, 
raisins, berries, 

chopped peanuts

Suet, mealworms

House Sparrow Black oil sunflower 
seeds, sunflower 

hearts, millet, 
cracked corn, milo, 

wheat, oats

Mealworms

Mourning Dove Black oil sunflower 
seeds, sorghum, 
safflower seed, 

millet, milo, 
cracked corn

Sunflower hearts, 
wheat

Nuthatches 
(White-breasted, 
Red-breasted)

Sunflower seeds, 
chopped peanuts

Suet, mealworms

Rock Pigeon Cracked corn, 
oats, sorghum

Peas, chopped 
peanuts

Tufted Titmouse Black oil sunflower 
seeds, sunflower 

kernels, Nyjer seed

Suet, chopped 
peanuts, 

mealworms

Woodpeckers 
(Downy, Hairy, 
Red-bellied)

Black oil sunflower 
seeds, safflower 

seeds, millet

Suet, shelled 
peanuts, 

mealworms

https://standishmilling.com/products/coarse-sunflower-hearts-1
https://standishmilling.com/collections/all/products/21oz-wildlife-sciences-mealworms-1#
https://standishmilling.com/products/50-safflower-1
https://standishmilling.com/products/50lb-white-millet-1
https://standishmilling.com/products/coarse-sunflower-hearts-1
https://standishmilling.com/products/50-black-oil-sunflower-seeds
https://standishmilling.com/products/50-black-oil-sunflower-seeds
https://standishmilling.com/products/50lb-grain-sorghum-1
https://standishmilling.com/products/50-lbs-steam-crimped-oats
https://standishmilling.com/products/ideal-peanut-splits
https://standishmilling.com/products/ideal-peanut-splits


Birdhouse basics
1. Build a house for a specific bird.

Build a birdhouse for a cavity-nesting bird that occurs in your region and lives in the habitat in which you plan to put in a birdhouse. (See Birdhouse 
Dimension Table to select a species.)
Build the right size house and hole dimensions. Different species of birds require different sized houses and entrance holes. Inside dimensions must be large 
enough to accommodate the incubating biard and a brood of growing young. Entrance hole size is especially important. If the hole is too small, the bird you 
built the box for won't be able to get inside. If the hole is too big, predatory birds and mammals will be able to get inside and reach the nest, and 
cavity-nesting birds may not use the house.

2. Use the proper materials.
Wood is the best material for birdhouses. Other materials (like metal or plastic) may not insulate the nest enough, so eggs or young could become chilled in 
cold weather or overheated in warm, sunny weather. Use rough-cut wood slabs, tree sections, or 3/4-inch plywood. Never use creosote-treated wood as 
creosote may kill the eggs or chicks.
Use galvanized nails, as these will not rust. Birdhouses need not be painted, but the box may last longer if you paint the outside. Never paint the inside of a 
birdhouse. If you paint the outside, use dull (not bright or glossy) colors that blend in with the surroundings. Nest boxes that don't match the vegetation may 
be easier for predators to find.

3. Build a box that will stay dry and warm.
Place the roof of a birdhouse at a slight angle and extend it over the sides and front of the box. In this way, the roof will shed rain or snow and protect the 
entrance hole and sides from dripping water.
Drill four, 1/4-inch holes in the floor to provide drainage if water seeps in.
The sides of a nest box should extend down beyond the floor so water won't leak in.

4. Provide ventilation.
Drill small holes (1/8 to 1/4-inch diameter) through each side of the birdhouse just below the roof. This will provide better air circulation.

5. Do NOT add perches.
Perches allow predatory birds (like jays, magpies, ravens, and crows) better access to the eggs and young in a nest box. In contrast, cavity-nesting birds 
rarely use perches and prefer cavities without perches.

https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.birdhousedimensions
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.birdhousedimensions


6.      Be sure young birds will be able to leave the nest.
Roughen the inside of the nest box below the entrance hole or attach a sheet of 1/4-inch galvanized wire mesh, so fledging young can climb out easily.

7.       Provide woodpeckers, waterfowl, and owls with nest material.
Many cavity-nesting birds will add their own nest material, but the woodpeckers, waterfowl and owls prefer nest boxes with 2-3 inches of dry sawdust or woodchips in the bottom.

8.        Place the box carefully.
Put your birdhouse up on a sturdy pole, post, tree, or under a house eave. Freely swinging birdhouses are rarely used. Be sure to place the birdhouse at the proper height and in the right 
habitat for the bird you want to attract (see distribution and habitat information in the dimension table). Face the entrance away from prevailing winds.

9.        Don't overcrowd an area with nest boxes.
Most cavity-nesting birds defend territories, so don't overcrowd an area with nest boxes for a single species. Usually, nest boxes should be placed 50 feet or more apart. Swallows, however, 
will tolerate neighbors and will sometimes nest in “apartment” birdhouses.

 10.      Build your nest box so that it is easily maintained.
Construct the birdhouse with a roof or floor that can be easily removed so that you can reach inside to clean it.

11.       Maintain your nestboxes.
Nest boxes should be cleaned out each spring and disinfected to prevent the spread of avian diseases. Be sure to dry the inside and (if necessary) add fresh, dry sawdust or woodchips.

https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.birdhousetips

https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.birdhousedimensions
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=livingwithbirds.birdhousetips


Important Roles Birds Play in the Environment

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/6-unexpected-ways-birds-are-important-environment-and-people

https://www.audubon.org/magazine/6-unexpected-ways-birds-are-important-environment-and-people


Best Plants for Birds

Michigan Audubon Native Plants for Bird-Friendly Landscapes

https://www.michiganaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MI-Native-Plants-for-Bird-Friendly-Landscapes_Website.pdf

Plant Sales

https://www.mecostacd.org/plant-sales

https://www.michiganaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/MI-Native-Plants-for-Bird-Friendly-Landscapes_Website.pdf
https://www.mecostacd.org/plant-sales


How to Identify Common Backyard Birds

NOTHING takes the place of practice!

Focus on 4 things:

1. Size and Shape: How big is the bird? What is it shaped like?
2. Color: Overall color pattern, other color features
3. Behavior: What is the bird doing?  Is it in a flock?
4. Habitat: What are its surroundings?



Size and Shape

Downy and Hairy 
woodpeckers can be hard to 
ID, especially if seen alone.  
Note the size of the beak 
compared to the head.  
Downy’s beak is shorter than 
the diameter of the head, 
Hairy’s is longer than the 
head diameter.



Color

Overall color pattern
Other color features

Look at these two warblers.  Very similar in the dominant 
colors, but look carefully and you will see at least two 
important differences.



Behavior
Turkey vultures soar with “hands” spread 
and wings held in a distinct dihedral.  
Waxwings are typically seen in flocks eating 
berries



Habitat: on breeding or wintering grounds, many birds are 
VERY selective as to what habitat to use.



Merlin ID app



Citizen Science

eBird

https://ebird.org/home

iNaturalist

https://www.inaturalist.org/

https://ebird.org/home
https://www.inaturalist.org/


Birding is a growing thing in Mecosta County

https://www.facebook.com/paradiseranch.llamas

https://birdcity.org/michigan

https://www.facebook.com/paradiseranch.llamas
https://birdcity.org/michigan

